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‘Bomb cyclone’: Weather term takes social media by storm

Tourists walk in Times Square during a winter storm in Manhattan, New York on January 4, 2018.
  | Photo Credit: REUTERS

When it comes to weather, it’s hard to sound scarier than “bomb cyclone”.

It’s a version of a real weather term that applies to a massive winter storm that pulled together on
January 3 off the U.S. Southeast. But as fearsome as the storm is with high winds and some
snow, it may not be quite as explosive as the term sounds.

Meteorologists have used the term “bomb” for storms for decades, based on a strict definition, said
University of Oklahoma meteorology professor Jason Furtado.

After it showed it showed up in a Washington Post story on January 2, the weather geek term took
on a life of its own on social media. The same thing happened four years ago with “polar vortex”,
another long-used weather term that was little known to the public until then.

“Bombogenesis is the technical term. Bomb cyclone is a shortened version of it, better for social
media,” said U.S. meteorologist Ryan Maue, who helped popularise polar vortex in 2014. “The
actual impacts aren’t going to be a bomb at all,” Mr. Maue said. “There’s nothing exploding or
detonating”.

Storm intensity is measured by central pressure the lower the pressure, the stronger. A storm is
considered a “bomb” when the pressure drops rapidly at least 24 millibars in 24 hours. Millibar is
the unit of atmospheric air pressure.

This storm looks like it will intensify at twice that rate, said Bob Oravec, lead forecaster at the
National Weather Service’s Weather Prediction Centre.

So far, the storm has dumped freak snow on the Southeast. It’s aiming for the Northeast, where
the snow forecast for January 4 isn’t that big a deal, Prof. Furtado and others said. The worst of
this storm will stay out to sea. What is going to be bigger is the high winds gusts exceeding 100
kmph and the bitter cold that follows, they said.

Bomb cyclones draw air from polar regions after they leave. In this case, it means extra cold Arctic
air because of where the polar vortex is, Prof. Furtado said.

Worldwide, about 40 to 50 “bomb cyclones” brew each year, but most are over open ocean and
nobody but weather geeks notice, Mr. Maue said. “We use the term bomb,” Prof. Furtado said.
“We know what it means, but I do think it gets a little hyped up.”

Receive the best of The Hindu delivered to your inbox everyday!

Please enter a valid email address.

From satellite launches to Aryan migration, here are the 10 science stories published by The
Hindu in 2017 that readers flocked to
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India’s invisible walls

India is becoming more integrated. Goods and services are beginning to flow more freely thanks to
recent reforms. But, to increase economic growth and reduce poverty, people too need to move to
where they are most productive. In China, for example, eliminating impediments to internal
migration could boost national income by an estimated 10 per cent — a bigger gain than from
reducing internal trade costs.

India has no explicit restrictions on internal labour mobility as in China’s “hukou” system. Yet
Indians, particularly men seeking education and jobs, are surprisingly reluctant to cross state
borders. On the face of it, internal migrants represented 30 per cent of India’s population in 2001,
the latest Census round for which comprehensive data on migration flows are available. But this
number is deceptively large: Two-thirds were migrants within districts, and more than half were
women migrating for marriage. Census data reveals that internal migration rates across states
were nearly four times higher in Brazil and China, and more than nine times higher in the United
States in the five years ending in 2001. Other researchers found that India ranked last in a
comparison of internal migration in 80 countries.

We looked deeper into the 2001 Census data on district-to-district migration between each pair of
India’s 593 districts. We examined patterns by gender, age, education, duration of stay, and
reason of migration. To illustrate the restrictiveness of state borders, consider Nagpur, a district in
central India (Maharashtra) and close to three other states — Telangana, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh. The four neighbouring districts in Maharashtra (Bhandara, Wardha, Amravati, and
Chandrapur) sent a total of 31 per cent of Nagpur’s immigrants. The remaining three neighbouring
districts in Madhya Pradesh (Balaghat, Chhindwara, and Seoni) sent a total of only 13 per cent. In
fact, more migrants came to Nagpur from other districts in Maharashtra hundreds of kilometres
away than from neighbouring districts in other states. Almost identical patterns are observed when
we look at emigration from Nagpur to other districts.

In our analysis, we accounted for barriers to internal mobility such as physical distance and
linguistic differences between districts. We also considered differences in economic and social
features. Even after controlling for these other influences, state borders still emerged as critical
impediments to mobility. We found that migration between neighbouring districts in the same state
is at least 50 per cent more than migration between neighbouring districts in different states.

The Economic Survey 2016-17 uses less detailed, early-release data from the 2011 Census data
to reach similar conclusions. Even though the rate of migration doubled between 2001 and 2011
relative to the previous decade, state borders remain impediments to mobility: Labour migrant
flows within states are much larger than flows across states. In our analysis, state borders turn out
to be a bigger hindrance to the migration of men than of women, and for younger men of working
age. The negative effect was also linked to education levels — the more educated were more
reluctant to cross state lines.

India’s low level of inter-state mobility is puzzling because there are no explicit barriers. We
suggest a possible explanation: The entitlement programmes implemented at the state level. First,
major social benefits are not portable across state boundaries since they are administered by state
governments, even when they are centrally funded. For example, access to subsidised food
through the public distribution system (PDS), and even admission to public hospitals has been
administered through “ration cards”, issued and accepted only by the home state government. We
find that in states where the PDS offers higher levels of coverage, unskilled migrants are less likely
to move out-of-state.
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A nationally portable identity is an important step. But the disincentive to move will disappear only
when, say, someone from Bihar can access all social benefits when they move to Maharashtra.
And those benefits would need to include access to public hospitals and schools even when
people move from one state to another. While non-portability of benefits inhibits the migration of
the poor and the unskilled, two other factors contribute to the inertia of those seeking higher
education and skilled jobs.

Many universities and technical institutes are administered by state governments, and state
residents get preferential admission through “state quota seats”. For example, the state quota in
state medical colleges is more than 70 per cent in Maharashtra. The “domicile certificates”
necessary for eligibility for the state quota require continuous residence in the state, ranging from
three years in Uttar Pradesh to 10 in Rajasthan. Not surprisingly, the relative share of migrants
moving out-of-state to seek higher education is lower in states with higher rates of access to
tertiary education.

Even though the public sector accounts for only about five per cent of total employment in India, it
employs more than half of the higher-skilled. And in most states, more than three-fourths of
government jobs are with the state rather than central government. State domicile is a common
requirement for jobs in state government entities. Sure enough, we find that in states with higher
rates of public employment, skilled migrants are relatively less likely to move out-of-state.

The impact of this discrimination in state employment should diminish as the private sector grows.
However, some states are flirting with broader “jobs for natives” policies. In 2016, Karnataka
announced that both public and private sector firms would have to reserve 70 per cent of their jobs
for state residents, or lose access to state government industrial policy benefits. Odisha,
Maharashtra, and Himachal Pradesh have similar quotas for state residents in factory jobs.

India’s “fragmented entitlements” are likely to dampen growth and perpetuate pockets of poverty
by preventing people from seeking the most productive opportunities across the entire country.
Only when each Indian state grants all Indian citizens equal access to benefits, education and
employment, will India really be on the move.
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Single Database for Ground Water
Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation

Single Database for Ground Water

Posted On: 04 JAN 2018 3:18PM by PIB Delhi

Modernization of the water resources data collection and monitoring infrastructure is one of the
key objectives of the on-going pan India National Hydrology Project being implemented by the
Ministry of Water Resources, RD & GR with the World Bank assistance. 

Currently, Central Ground Water Board is generating/collecting data relating to ground water level,
quality, resource and litholog borewell, which is available on a web based Water Resources
Information System (WRIS) (www.india-wris-nrsc.gov.in) developed by MoWR, RD & GR, in
collaboration with Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO), Department of Space,
Government of India.   Further, State Governments are also collecting the data pertaining to
ground water resources.

 This information was given by Union Minister of State for Water Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.

*****

 

Samir/SKP/IA/JK

 

(Release ID: 1515452) Visitor Counter : 859

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

www.pib.nic.in 2018-01-10

No Development Zone along Ganga River
Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation

No Development Zone along Ganga River

Posted On: 04 JAN 2018 3:17PM by PIB Delhi

A Model Draft Bill for Flood Plain Zoning Legislation was circulated by the Union Government in
1975 to all States to help States enact legislation. The model bill provided for prohibition and
restriction of the activities in the notified area of the flood plain.

The River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protection and Management) Authorities Order, 2016 provides
that the bank of River Ganga and its flood plain shall be construction free zone. It also prohibits
construction of any structure for residential or commercial or industrial or any other purposes in the
River Ganga, Bank of River Ganga or its tributaries or active flood area of River Ganga or its
tributatires.

The National Green Tribunal vide its judgment dated 13.07.2017 in O.A. 200/2014 has directed to
identity and demarcate the flood plains of river Ganga from Haridwar to Unnao and has ordered
that till the said identification and demarcation of flood plain is completed, 100 metres from the
edge of the river would be designated as no development/construction zone.

Further, Ministry of Environment Forests & Climate Change also circulated draft notification on
“River Conservation Zones” in 2015 to all States.

Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation has taken up the matter
with all the states. Only Uttarakhand, Rajasthan and Manipur have enacted the Legislation.

 This information was given by Union Minister of State for Water Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation Dr. Satya Pal Singh in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.

*****
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SC wants panels set up on Mullaperiyar dam

It noted that a committee had already been formed, as ordered by a Constitution Bench in May
2014, to cover the dam’s safety and lifespan. The order came on a petition to direct the
government to appoint an international agency to study the longevity of the dam, a perennial
source of water and controversy between Tamil Nadu and Kerala, built in 1895.

The petition was filed by advocate Russell Joy, representing three million people living
downstream, in the direct line of a catastrophe that may arise from a dam burst. It said the dam
was constructed “as a composite gravity structure” across the Periyar, with “crude lime surki
mortar, at a time when dam engineering was in its infancy...” It was built for 50 years and had
already survived 122 years.

“People live in fear. Do we require the Bhopal gas disaster or an Ockhi [cyclone] to understand
what a disaster is? Kindly have ready an emergency plan. Please don’t wait for the structure to be
broken to act. We have a right to life,” said advocate Manoj George, for the petitioner.
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The burden of free parking on our cities

Delhi is engulfed by a smoky haze, not just in the air but perhaps more so in its priorities towards
urban governance. Those in power proclaim that the only solution to the doggedly persistent air
pollution crisis lies with the governments of neighbouring states that fail to enforce bans on stubble
burning. This narrative has conveniently deflected attention from the policies that Delhi can
implement.

One area ripe for reform is the set of regressive urban planning guidelines that have over the
years incentivized private car ownership at the expense of congestion and deteriorating
environmental quality. The Capital currently has more than 157 cars per 1,000 residents, and is
expected to go up to 380 cars per 1,000 people by 2025. Indian cities are encouraging further car
ownership by providing below-cost public parking and mandating minimum parking lots to be built
into residential buildings. Since the gains from these rules accrue only to the car-owning few but
the costs are borne by everyone, our urban policies are essentially subsidizing car ownership at
the expense of those who rely on public transport.

A detailed report by the Centre for Science and Environment in 2015 found that Delhi charged on
average only about a third of the actual cost of parking a private car in the city. And this “cost”
does not even include the additional negative externalities created by private vehicles on everyone
else through increased congestion and environmental harm. At present congestion levels, Delhi
wastes around $1.6 million worth of fuel everyday, while air pollution results in eight deaths per
day.

In addition to this elite capture of our public spaces, our housing policies are further bankrolling car
owners. Municipalities across the country mandate minimum parking to be built into buildings,
including often for affordable housing where residents cannot even afford their own vehicle. But
the cost of building this additional parking only drives up house prices further, making housing less
affordable for everyone in the city. According to one estimate based on cost of constructing
affordable housing in Canada, a requirement of one parking spot per housing unit increases the
cost of construction by around 12.5%, while two spots drive up costs by around 25%. Another
study in San Francisco found that off-street parking pushed prices of single family homes and
condominiums up by 10%. A forthcoming report by IDFC Institute compiles the different minimum
parking requirements for residential construction in cities across India, and explores the costs
imposed by these policies on access to affordable housing.

Many Indian cities require developers to build a car park for each apartment, regardless of
whether the occupant can afford a car, or if the building is situated near a mass transit system.
The current master plan for Delhi (2021) stipulates a minimum of two parking slots per 100 sq. m
of residential construction for housing across the city, and three for commercial areas. The
national building code 2016 also recommends two parking spaces per 100 sq. m of residential
group and cluster housing constructed across the country. Through such rules, municipalities are
essentially pricing out families relying on public transport from cities. Even investments in public
transportation cannot fully undo the negative effects of these rules. A study from 2012 found that
mandatory parking minimums in New York city induced residents to drive more in private cars,
even for trips to areas well served by public transport.

There is a growing realization of the detrimental effects of treating parking as a public good. For
instance, the city of Los Angeles decided to repeal parking minimums for the redevelopment of
certain residential buildings in the city in 1999. Since then, the average parking slots provided by
builders for those buildings dropped from the originally mandated two slots to 1.3 spaces per unit.
It also allowed developers to minimize costs and provide greater housing per unit of land.
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Given the pressures that increasingly larger motor vehicles will exert on the crumbling road
infrastructure, it is imperative for urban policy in India to be guided by an outcome-oriented
principle that reduces incentives for car ownership. The National Urban Transport Policy (NUTP)
of 2006 similarly argued for taking into consideration the externalities accompanying parking laws.
By proposing a fee-based model of parking, the NUTP sought to encourage a move away from the
traditional free-parking incentives showered upon car owners in Indian cities. Municipal
governments, however, have continued to favour parking provisions. In order to make owners
internalize the costs of driving private vehicles, it is incumbent upon Indian cities to charge at least
the basic market price for the real estate and operational costs of their parking spots to the
owners. This requires more effective enforcement of parking rules by cities in addition to more
transparent and effective collection mechanisms for parking fees.

Compulsory parking requirements almost inevitably lead to hidden costs which are spread out, are
difficult to decipher upfront, and near impossible to pull back ex-post. For cities like Delhi to
envision a brighter future for its residents, it is time for urban policies to be driven less by the
priorities of the influential elite, and more for the welfare of everyone.

Kshitij Batra and Rohan Shridhar are, respectively, junior fellow and former associate at the IDFC
Institute, Mumbai.

Comments are welcome at theirview@livemint.com
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Smart Cities Mission: 82 SPVS Formed So Far---A Step in the direction of Achieving Our Vision to
Improve Ease of living-- New Benchmarks Being Set Up In Terms Of Project Implementation:
Hardeep Puri
Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs

Smart Cities Mission: 82 SPVS Formed So Far---A Step in the
direction of Achieving Our Vision to Improve Ease of living--
New Benchmarks Being Set Up In Terms Of Project
Implementation: Hardeep Puri

Smart Cities Mission Has a Strong Focus on Innovative
Digital Technologies & Dovetails with Digital India Vision
Areas & Digital Empowerment of Citizens

Posted On: 16 JAN 2018 3:41PM by PIB Delhi

“Smart Cities Mission is a step in the direction of achieving our vision to improve the ease of living
particularly for the poor, women, elderly and differently abled people. All Indians should be able to
enjoy a clean and sustainable environment.  As a major player in digital revolution and a
technology superpower, India must also leverage cutting edge technology to power its
infrastructure, offices and homes.” Stating this at the Smart Cities Summit organized by the
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry here today, Shri Hardeep S. Puri,
Minister of State(I/C) for Housing & Urban Affairs informed that the Smart Cities Mission is
progressing at a brisk pace. 90 cities have been selected so far. The selection of ten more cities
will be announced shortly.  There are about 3000 projects worth Rs.1,40,000 crores at various
stages of implementation. Tenders for projects worth Rs 16,000 crore have been called, and more
than 1 lakh crore worth of projects are being readied for issuance of tenders. This remains one of
the fastest ever project implementations at this scale and geographic spread in urban sector.  This
will have a ‘Lighthouse’ effect.  Other cities and regions around them will soon start undergoing
transformation towards becoming centres of urban excellence. 

            Addressing the participants at the Summit, the Minister said that there is a new benchmark
in terms of project implementation. In a short duration of 2.5 years (First round of 20 cities were
selected in Jan 2016, and last 30 cities were selected as recently as June 2017) which is a small
period in terms of urban development life-cycle where transitions take place over decades. He
further informed – “Smart City Mission has a strong focus on innovative digital technologies and
dovetails with Digital India 'vision areas'—digital empowerment of citizens, making government
services available digitally, and creating digital infrastructure as utility to every citizen—very
closely. Digital Technology solutions, such as surveillance systems lead to greatly reduced crime
and improved safety of residents particularly women. City wide wi-fi networks have improved
communication among citizens as well that with various service providers.  E-governance and
citizen feedback management has led to improved social cohesion by increase in opportunities for
citizen engagement, reduction in social inequities, and reduction in response time for services for
business. Integrated traffic management will increase the traffic speeds and reduce traffic
congestions and hence cleaner air for people to breathe”, he further informed.
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            Deliberating on the approach followed by Smart Cities, the Minister informed that cities
have co-created a vision and smart city proposal through an extensive citizen engagement. The
quality of some of the smart city plans can be ascertained by the fact that Bhubaneswar smart city
plan was adjudged as the best city plan by American Planners Association. This is also first time
that cities have created an institutional mechanism (SPVS) at the city level. Till now 82 SPVs have
been formed and considering the capacity gaps existing at cities, this is not a small achievement
by any standards. For the first-time Cities are also thinking in terms of converging the objectives,
resources and processes of different projects taken up by various agencies towards realization of
a common vision. Today every project taken up at the cities are appraised by smart city SPVs in
terms of public value it creates. This has led to an improved coordination and efficiency in delivery
of services at cities. For the first time in the urban scenario in India there has been an emphasis to
leverage the grant fund given by government through innovative financing mechanisms. The 90
smart cities have proposed to leverage the fund by 2.5 times through internal revenue
mobilization, value capture financing, municipal bond issue etc. Cities need to work as start-up
and leverage their financial resources. Smart city mission has been heralding this transformation.
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Link rivers, Gadkari urges States

Union Water Resources Minister Nitin Gadkari has asked officials to work on ways to “better
utilise” water from non-Himalayan rivers that are emptying out into the sea.

He cited the Polavaram project as an example of where water was being transferred from the
Godavari to the Krishna river and how parts of it going into the sea could be diverted to water-
deficit regions. “I have learnt that nearly 2,500 tmcft water from the Godavari is emptying out into
the sea. If suitably used, it can go a long way to solve the water availability in Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka,” he told a gathering of officers discussing interlinking
projects.

Polavaram is a major irrigation project being constructed on the Godavari River across Andhra,
Odisha and Chhattisgarh. “While projects concerning Himalayan rivers such as the Ganga and the
Brahmaputra ought to be first completed, we should look at other rivers too,” he said.
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U.S. to beat Saudi in oil production

The U.S. is set to overtake Saudi Arabia as the world’s number two oil producer after Russia this
year, as shale companies ramp up drilling, the International Energy Agency (IEA) said.

Crude production of 9.9 million barrels per day in the U.S. was now at the highest level in nearly
50 years, “putting it neck-and-neck with Saudi Arabia, the world’s second largest crude producer
after Russia”, it said.

Crude recently rose above $70 per barrel for the first time since 2014 after OPEC and non-OPEC
countries agreed to extend their combined cutbacks until the end of this year.
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Citizens should have a greater say in our smart cities

The names of 10 more cities to be funded under the Centre’s Smart City Mission (SCM) will be
announced shortly, the Union housing and urban affairs ministry said on January 16. Launched on
June 25, 2015 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the mission, which seeks to create 100 smart
cities in the country by 2020, is one of the flagship programmes of the National Democratic
Alliance government. Since the mission promises Rs. 500 crore as central assistance per city to
implement projects – an equal amount has to be generated by the state government — a number
of cities across the nation are vying with each other to climb on to the ‘smart’ bandwagon. The
idea of creating an efficient urban infrastructure in 100 Indian cities by 2020 with an objective to
modernise them with high-speed Internet, uninterrupted power and water supply, along with
efficient public transport and living standards comparable to Europe is ambitious. So it is worth
examining some of the criticism that has come the mission’s way. Mere adoption of new
technology may not be enough to address India’s urban challenges.

One of the biggest criticisms of the mission, say urban planners, involves a conflict between two
power structures in urban governance: local civic bodies and the special purpose vehicles (SPV),
mandatory public-private entities created to manage projects and the funding attached to them.
Ideally, the SPVs should help local bodies generate funds from private sources, but they often go
against the tenets of local self-governance, contend representatives of local bodies of some of the
cities. Municipal bodies are wary about engaging with entities whose functions seem to overlap
with their own.

Another cause for concern entails what critics call the mission’s non-inclusive nature owing to the
purported lack of public participation in the citizen consultation process. Even when consultations
were carried out, some cities relied heavily on social media and telecom to reach out to citizens,
which presupposes a level of literacy and access to technology. This could have overlooked the
voices of citizens on the margins. Eviction of people from slums in Indore, Bhubaneswar, Delhi
and Kochi generated its share of controversy. Then there is a question mark over whether the
mission really addresses the needs of poor women and marginalised groups including minorities
and migrants, according to a 2017 study by Delhi-based advocacy group Housing and Land Rights
Network. “Half of the world’s most-polluted cities are in India, one in six urban residents lives in an
inadequate settlement (‘slum’), a third of India’s urban population does not have access to tap
water, and 84% urban Indians still do not have access to a toilet,” says the study. Given the levels
of homelessness, poverty and exclusion of the urban poor, the concept of a smart city, perhaps,
needs to be relocated in the Indian context. For it to be successful, citizens and local governing
bodies should have a greater say in the mission.
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Pivoting to enhance India’s services exports

India’s exceptional performance in exporting information technology (IT) services has been
instrumental in its integration with the global economy. However, this growth story has been under
threat in the wake of anti-globalization and protectionist measures in major destination markets.
So far, India’s focus in trade negotiations has been mainly on temporary movement of
professionals (mode 4) and outsourcing using telecommunication services (mode 1).

Mode 4 is always attached with some political sensitivity due to perceived fear of job losses in the
destination country. Though such fears are mostly misplaced, countries put significant restrictions
on mode 4 and many countries, including the US, UK and Australia, have increased such
restrictions in recent times. With growing protectionism and political sensitivity, our efforts at
accessing traditional markets through mode 4 have come up against a lot of resistance. While
market diversification can provide some relief, it is likely to take much longer to materialize given
the many hurdles the IT industry must cross in the new markets such as language, culture,
political acceptance, etc.

The Indian IT industry is already witnessing the uncertainty caused by the Hire American-Buy
American movement unleashed by the Donald Trump administration. The EU General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR), which is set to kick in from May, will also create difficult challenges
for the outsourcing industry. One of the major stumbling blocks in the conclusion of the India-EU
free-trade agreement negotiations has been the issue of data privacy. The GDPR has more
advanced rules on data privacy, therefore, any relaxation from the EU on data privacy is unlikely.
One needs to await the report of the Srikrishna Committee and consequent emergence of India’s
data privacy law to see if a convergence with the EU regulation is likely. Therefore, mode 1 trade
is also likely to see significant hurdles soon. In such a scenario, what is the way forward for India
for increasing its services exports?

India should focus on attracting more foreign consumers in its territory, referred to as mode 2 in
services trade parlance. Such refocusing on mode 2 is required for more than one reason. First,
most of the countries do not put severe restrictions on this mode and had also liberalized it in their
World Trade Organization commitments. Therefore, enhancing trade through this mode is not
dependent on importing countries, rather on the actions that are within the ambit of the exporting
country.

Second, the three sectors that are most important for mode 2—tourism services, education
services and medical tourism—also have a high employment multiplier. Hence, an increase in
foreign consumers will not only lead to enhanced foreign exchange earnings but also an increase
in employment opportunities, the top priority of the government.

Third, much required diversification in India’s services exports basket could also be achieved
through this refocusing. India’s services exports are often termed a “one-trick pony” to indicate
overreliance on IT services exports. An increase in mode 2 exports will lead to services exports
diversification not only within the services sectors but also in terms of destination markets.

When it comes to the tourism sector, in spite of its rich potential, India is not able to attract foreign
tourists and had a share of a mere 1.1% of international tourist arrivals in 2015. The fact that India
attracted only around 13 million foreign tourists while having 36 Unesco World Heritage sites,
whereas countries like Turkey, Malaysia and Thailand had more than double the arrivals with only
half the number of heritage sites, is a telling commentary on India’s capacity to convert its tourism
resources to national wealth. No doubt the visa regime has been significantly simplified but there
are many issues that need to be addressed urgently—most important among them, building an
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image of a tourist-friendly globalized nation that warmly welcomes an outsider who might have
different ethnicity, language or food habits. The state governments have a critical responsibility
here.

India also has a potential for developing itself as an education hub for students from South and
South-East Asia, and Africa. While establishing 20 world-class universities is an ambitious dream,
it might not be achievable anytime soon. Here again, the role of state governments is very
important as they are responsible for financing and operating these universities. Many reputed
foreign educational institutions have not been able to set up their Indian campuses as relevant
legislative amendments have remained as drafts. This sector seems to be waiting for a major push
in the desired direction.

A number of hospitals in India are providing advanced treatment at much lower costs compared to
the developed world. Hence, they are able to attract patients from neighbouring countries and
Africa. Some very useful efforts are being made by the agencies involved in offering information
and assistance. However, foreign patients are often tempted by touts who leave no stone unturned
in fleecing them. There are still issues around obtaining health visas, accessing good quality
hospitals, following up treatments, etc. This sector seems to have done the best so far, driven by
the interest shown by private hospitals. An improved infrastructure, a more friendly national ethos
to foreigners and a greater sense of commitment and ethics among professionals can work
wonders in this sector.

Both of India’s key demand areas (mode 1 and mode 4) are unlikely to see any positive
momentum in the near future. It’s time to shift gear and focus on mode 2 where enhancing
efficiency and boosting services exports depend primarily on domestic measures and not on
removing restrictive measures by foreign countries. The fact that reforms in all of these sectors will
help national employment goals and benefit domestic consumers as well is, of course, icing on the
cake.

Rajeev Kher and Pralok Gupta are, respectively, a distinguished fellow at RIS and associate
professor at the Centre for WTO Studies, IIFT, New Delhi.

Comments are welcome at theirview@livemint.com
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International Dam Safety Conference to be held at Thiruvananthapuram
Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation

International Dam Safety Conference to be held at
Thiruvananthapuram

Posted On: 22 JAN 2018 4:04PM by PIB Delhi

India will be hosting the International Dam Safety Conference - 2018 at Thiruvananthapuram on
January 23-24. Shri Pinarayi Vijayan, Chief Minister of Kerala will inaugurate the conference and
Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Union Minister of State for of Water Resources, River Development and
Ganga Rejuvenation will preside over the inaugural function.  Central Water Commission is
organizing the event in association with Kerala Water Resources Department (KWRD), Kerala
State Electricity Board, National Institute of Technology Calicut and College of Engineering,
Trivandrum.

 

Dam safety conferences are organized as an annual event under the Dam Safety Rehabilitation
and Improvement Project (DRIP) project being run by the Ministry of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation  (MoWR,RD & GR) in the seven states of Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, and Uttarakhand. Launched in the year
2012 with a financial outlay of Rs. 2100 Crores, this World Bank aided project aims at  the
rehabilitation of old dams in the country that may be experiencing distress and are in need of
attention for ensuring their structural safety and operational efficiency. The project also aims to
strengthen the institutional capacity and project management in this area. As part of this exercise,
DRIP has been engaged in bringing greater awareness on dam safety issues and finding novel
solutions to address them by pooling the best technologies, knowledge and experience available
around the world. In this direction, Dam Safety Conferences are being organized as annual events
in the different DRIP states. Dam professionals, academicians, scientists, as well as industries
assemble to deliberate on the problems associated with the dam safety and share the concepts,
techniques, instruments, materials etc. available to address the design and construction of new
dams, and also for monitoring, surveillance, operation, maintenance, rehabilitation along with
disaster mitigation measures for existing dams.

The upcoming conference at Trivandrum will see the participation of 550 delegates from over 20
countries.  Some of the  international experts include Dr Anton J Schleiss, President of the
International Commission on Large Dam EPFL Switzerland, Dr Nicholos Schofield, Chief
Executive of Australian Water Partnership,  Mr Satoru Ueda, Lead Dam Specialist of the World
Bank,  Dr Martin Wieland, global seismic expert from Switzerland, Dr Ignacio Escuder Bueno,
President of Spanish Commission on Large Dams, Technical University of Valencia, Spain, Dr
Desmond Harfort, leading dam safety expert, BC Hydro Canada, Mr Angus Swindon, National
Director, Entura, Hydro Tasmania, Australia Over 140 technical papers will be presented on
several aspects of dam safety including case studies. About 30 national and international
organizations are showcasing contemporary developments in technology, materials,
instrumentation and their application in addressing dam safety issues during the exhibition being
organized during the conference. The themes for various sessions include Sustainable Dam
Safety Initiatives; Uncertainties and Risk Management in Dams; Operation, Maintenance,
Rehabilitation, and Upgrading of existing dams; Dam Safety Management Practices; and
Integrated Flood Management for existing dams.
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Seven dam safety guidelines and manuals developed under DRIP will also be released for
implementation during the conference. A software programme - Dam Health and Rehabilitation
Monitoring Application (DHARMA)-  will also be launched during the conference. DHARMA is a
web tool to digitize all dam related data effectively. It will help to document authentic asset and
health information pertaining to the large dams in the country, enabling appropriate actions to
ensure need based rehabilitation. It is a new stride in asset management aspect by India.

                 

The key recommendations emerging from the deliberations of the conference will be circulated to
stakeholders as well as policy makers for implementation. Select technical papers received for the
conference will be published as a compendium to provide a permanent reference in the libraries of
the State Agencies responsible for design, construction, operation and maintenance of dams. For
wider dissemination, the compendium will also be available on the DRIP website:
www.damsafety.in.

                    

Dams have played a key role in fostering rapid and sustained agricultural and rural growth and
development, which have been key priorities for the Govt. of India since independence. Over the
last seventy years, India has invested substantially in the critical infrastructure required to manage
and store the limited surface water resources in reservoirs to ensure food, energy, and water
securities. Globally India ranks third after China and the United States of America in terms of
number of large dams (5254 large dams in operation and 447 large dams under construction) with
a total storage capacity of about 283 billion cubic meters. About 80% of these large dams are
more than twenty-five years old, and about 213 dams exceed the age of 100 years and were built
in an era whose design practices and safety considerations do not match with the current design
standards and the prevailing safety norms. This necessitates special efforts at rehabilitation of old
dams and ensuring their long term structural safety.

The project DRIP consists of three main components; Component I: Rehabilitation of selected
dams and their appurtenances; Component II: Institutional Strengthening; and Component III:
Project Management. Institutional Strengthening includes capacity building in the DRIP
Implementing Agencies through national and international training, equipping selected premier
academic institutions in dam safety areas so that their expertise can be utilized to provide
solutions to dam safety issues, assisting in the development of Emergency Action Plans (EAP) for
dams, developing the software tool ‘Dam Health and Rehabilitation Monitoring Application
(DHARMA)’, Seismic Hazard Mapping for the entire Country and development of Seismic Hazard
Assessment Information System (SHAISYS), preparation of Guidelines and Manuals,
strengthening of Dam Safety Organisations etc.  In the year 2017, the project was extended by
two years, until June 2020, to finish all the programmed rehabilitation works on 223 dams with a
proposed revised cost of 3466 Crore INR.

 

                        

NP/Samir/SKP/JK
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Is Coimbatore ready for a 'trash' course?

Can 2018 bring about a change in the way the city looks at its waste? I really hope so, living as I
do at an apartment where next to the gate is a dumpster with putrefying waste overflowing. I am
responsible for some of that rotting stuff along with the inmates of the 69 other homes in the
complex. As you have realised by now, we do not segregate waste; at least not in any serious
manner. But just down the road, a couple of hundred meters away, is another apartment complex
where residents have figured out a way to manage their waste so that not only are their
surroundings clean, but they also contribute to the bigger good by not sending huge volumes of
garbage to the Vellalore landfill.

The moving force behind these good Samaritans is ‘No Dumping’, a registered trust that hopes to
realise Cities without Dumpsites. Begun in Coimbatore in January 2016 with two communities with
a total of 400 homes, today there are 40 communities in the fold with 4,000 households that
dispose their waste in a responsible way.

Rajalakshmi NR is a volunteer who, along with nine others, is dedicated to spreading the good
word. She refuses to see the glass as half empty and instead says, “Segregation is not such a
challenge. It is what comes after that is the stumbling block. What is lacking is not awareness but
empathy. Much of this is because we do not know what happens to the waste after it crosses our
thresholds.” Rajalakshmi is convinced all that is required is a small change in our habits. She and
her team have seen enough success stories to be convinced that it is doable.

“We have put in place an SOP that hand-holds gated communities and apartment blocks, as they
make the transition from littering to responsible waste management. No Dumping takes care of
waste disposal end to end. Our model works in three stages: the Waste Generation Point,
Collection Level and Waste Management.” (See Box)

The collected wet waste goes to the Corporation’s Composting Yard. The dry waste is further
segregated and sent for recycling. What happens to the quantities of garbage that are not
recyclable? “In Coimbatore, it is used by ACC Cement as alternative fuel. When burnt at high
temperatures, the garbage does not pollute as much.” Sanitary waste goes to the landfill at the
moment, she says, but efforts are on to incinerate them to bring down the harmful effect on the
environment. No Dumping is looking for sponsors to get more incinerators to deal with sanitary
waste and a tipper, as they now have only one given by the Corporation.

The initiative has gathered steam with many gated communities and apartments embracing their
module. What is heartening is that a few college campuses are also taking the initiative. At the
SNR and Rathinam Colleges, No Dumping is working closely with teaching staff, students,
housekeeping as well as NSS volunteers. “Workshops are on and infrastructure is being set up
with bins, collection carts and so on.” With some help from No Dumping, INS Agrani has installed
an organic waste converter machine in their campus.

The CREDAI, Coimbatore (Confederation of Real Estate Developers Association of India) has
signed an MOU undertaking with No Dumping. “It has extended a commitment to make all its
member properties as a ‘no dumping’ one,” says Rajalakshmi. The approximate cost of cleaning
up our city is 100 per household per month. Are we up for it?

How it works

Two-bin one-bag system Each home is given a green bin, a red bin and a white bag.
Householders have to put wet waste (vegetable and fruit peels, seeds, food waste, etc.) into the
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green bin. Sanitary waste (ear buds, sanitary towels, diapers, medical wastes, etc. ) go into the
red bin and the dry recyclable waste such as cartons, bottles, plastic covers, paper wastes, cloth,
old footwear, etc.) go into the white bag.

Collection Pushcarts come door to door on each floor of the apartment and the housekeeping
staff transfer the waste from the home bins and bags into bigger two bins and a bag on the
pushcarts. No Dumping trains the staff on how to efficiently accomplish this task. The collection is
usually completed by 9.00 am every day.

Pick-up point The pushcarts are then positioned close to the gates where separate No Dumping
vehicles pick up the segregated garbage and drive off. The gated community/apartment staff help
loading the vehicle.

Info you can use

Interested apartments and gated communities can contact No Dumping by mailing them at
contactus@nodumping.in, call them at 8190000400 or visit their website www.nodumping.in

Receive the best of The Hindu delivered to your inbox everyday!

Please enter a valid email address.
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the PRS Blog » Making Smart Cities

In the last decade, the government has implemented several schemes to address issues related to
urbanisation and aid the process of urban development.  One of the schemes is the Smart Cities
Mission, which intends to take advantage of the developments in information technology in
developing the urban development strategy, across 100 cities.  Last week the government
announced the list of 9 new Smart Cities, taking the total to 99.  In light of this, we look at the
Smart Cities Mission and a few issues with it.

What is a Smart City?

The primary objective of the Mission is to develop cities that provide core infrastructure and give a
decent quality of life to its citizens, a clean and sustainable environment, and apply ‘smart’
solutions.

However, the Mission document does not provide one definition of a Smart City.  Instead it allows
cities to come up with their own solutions of what they identify as a Smart City.  The guidelines
suggest that the core infrastructure elements in a Smart City will include: (i) adequate water
supply, (ii) assured electricity supply, (iii) sanitation, including solid waste management, (iv)
efficient urban mobility and public transport, (v) affordable housing, (vi) robust IT connectivity, and
(vii) good governance.  ‘Smart’ solutions may include (i) energy efficient buildings, (ii) electronic
service delivery, (iii) intelligent traffic management, (iv) smart metering, (v) citizen engagement,
etc.

How were the Smart Cities selected?

The Mission was introduced in the form of a competition, called the Smart City challenge.  The first
stage was in July 2015 when states nominated their cities for the competition.  In August 2015, the
Ministry of Urban Development selected 100 of those cities to participate in the competition. 
These cities were required to develop their smart city plans (SCPs) and compete against each
other.  The SCPs were evaluated on the basis of the solutions, the processes followed, the
feasibility and cost effectiveness of the plans, and citizen engagement.  Over the last 2 years, the
Ministry has announced winner cities in batches.  So far, 99 cities have been selected under the
Mission.

What information do these SCPs contain?

The cities had to prepare their SCPs with two primary strategic components: (i) area-based
development, and (ii) pan-city development.  The area-based development would cover a
particular area of the city, and could have either a redevelopment model, or be a completely new
development.  Pan-city development would envisage application of certain smart solutions across
the city to the existing infrastructure.

Each city had to formulate its own concept, vision, mission and plan for a Smart City that was
appropriate to its local context and resources.  The Ministry of Urban Development provided
technical assistance, through consultancy firms, to cities for helping them prepare these strategic
documents.

How will the Mission be implemented?

The Mission will be implemented at the city level by a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV).  The SPV
will plan, approve, release funds, implement, manage, monitor, and evaluate the Smart City
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development projects.

The SPV will be a limited company incorporated under the Companies Act, 2013 at the city-level.
 It will be chaired by the Collector/ Municipal Commissioner of the Urban Development Authority. 
The respective state and the Urban Local Body (ULB or municipality) will be the promoters in this
company having 50:50 equity shareholding.

How are the Plans getting financed?

The Mission will be operated as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme.  The central government will
provide financial support of up to Rs 48,000 crore over five years, that is, an average of Rs 500
crore per city.  The states and ULBs will have to contribute an equal amount.  The central
government allocated Rs 4,000 crore towards the Mission in the 2017-18 budget.

Since funding from the government will meet only a part of the funding required, the rest will have
to be raised from other sources including: (i) states/ ULBs own resources from collection of user
fees, land monetization, etc., (ii) innovative finance mechanisms such as municipal bonds, (iii)
leverage borrowings from financial institutions (such as banks), and (iv) the private sector through
Public Private Partnerships (PPPs).

The total cost of projects proposed under the various SCPs of the 90 winner cities is Rs 1.9 lakh
crore.  About 42% of this amount will come from central and state funding, 23% through private
investments and PPPs, and 19% through convergence with other schemes (such as HRIDAY,
AMRUT, Swachh Bharat-Urban).  The remaining will be generated by the cities through the levy of
local taxes, and user fees.

What are some of the issues to consider?

Financial capacity of cities:  Under the Mission, cities have to generate additional revenue
through various sources including market borrowings, PPPs, and land monetization.  The High
Powered Expert Committee on Indian Urban Infrastructure and Services (HPEC) had observed
that ULBs in India are among the weakest in the world, both in terms of capacity to raise resources
and financial autonomy.  Even though ULBs have been getting higher allocations from the centre
and states, and tax devolution to them has increased, their own tax bases are narrow.  Further,
owing to their poor governance and financial situation, ULBs find it difficult to access external
financing.

Such a situation may pose problems when implementing the Mission, where the ULBs have to
raise a significant share of the revenue through external sources (PPPs, market borrowings).  For
example, the Bhubaneswar Smart City Plan has a total project cost of Rs 4,537 crore (over five
years), while the city’s annual budget for 2014-15 was Rs 469 crore.

In order to improve the finances of the ULBs, committees have made various recommendations,
which include:

State governments make legislative changes to give more taxation powers and autonomy to
ULBs for improving their revenue collections.

●

ULBs could raise their own revenue by tapping into land-based financing sources, and
introducing reforms to strengthen non-tax revenues (such as water and sewerage charges,
parking fees, etc.).

●

Municipal bonds may also be used as a source of revenue for ULBs.●

The government has recently introduced a few policies and mechanisms to address municipal
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financing.  Examples include value capture financing through public investments in infrastructure
projects, and a credit rating system for cities.  In June 2017, the Pune Municipal Corporation
raised Rs 200 crore by issuing municipal bonds.

Technical capacity of the ULBs:  The Smart Cities Mission seeks to empower ULBs to raise
their own revenue, and also lays emphasis on the capacity building of ULBs.  The HPEC had
observed that municipal administration has suffered due to: (i) presence of untrained and unskilled
manpower, and (ii) shortage of qualified technical staff and managerial supervisors.  It had
recommended improving the technical capacity of ULBs by providing technical assistance to state
governments, and ULBs in planning, financing, monitoring, and operation of urban
programmes.  The central government had allocated Rs 10.5 crore towards the capacity building
component of the Mission in 2017-18.

The Ministry of Urban Development has been running several programmes to improve capacity of
ULBs.  This includes MoUs with 18 states to conduct training programmes for their ULB staff.

Coverage of the Mission:  The Mission covers 100 cities, of which 99 have been announced as
winners so far.   The urban population that will be impacted through the Mission is around 96
million (data for 90 cities excluding the recently announced 9 cities).

As per Census 2011, India’s urban population was 377 million.  The Mission impacts about 25% of
this population.  Further, most of the SCPs approved so far focus on area-based development,
thus affecting a particular area of the cities.  About 80% of the total project cost proposed is
towards this model of development.  In each city, this area-based development will cover up to 50
acres of area.  The remaining 20% of the project cost is towards pan-city development proposals,
which provide smart planning solutions for the entire city.  It may be argued that even within the
selected cities, the Mission will only impact few selected areas, and not necessarily help with
development of the entire city.

Share this:

Email●

Facebook●

Twitter●

Google●

Youdao●

Xian Guo●

Zhua Xia●

My Yahoo!●

newsgator●

Bloglines●

iNezha●
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Centre determined to stabilise population growth

J.P. Nadda  

The UN’s World Population Prospect report may state that India’s population will equal China’s in
the next seven years, but the government seems determined to slow down the growth before that
deadline.

“According to our figures, 24 States and Union Territories in the country have achieved the total
fertility rate (TFR) of 2.1%. That accounts for a large chunk and we felt that if we came up with a
micro plan for specific districts where the TFR rates have been consistently high, then we could
achieve a stabilisation rate for population growth much earlier than is predicted for the country,”
said Union minister for Health and Family Welfare J.P. Nadda.

The TFR is defined as the total number of children born or likely to be born to a woman in her
lifetime at the prevailing rate of age-specific fertility. Population stabilisation is said to be achieved
at a TFR of 2.1 because a population just replaces itself at that rate.

“We have identified 146 districts across seven states — Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh — that have high TFR, for this project,” said Mr.
Nadda.

“Among the things that are part of the plan is a range of contraceptive devices, medicines,
counselling, special classes for family planning and in cases where there are social barriers, to
work with institutions to dispel doubts,” Mr. Nadda added.

Among the things that are part of the plan is a range of contraceptive devices, medicines,
counselling, special classes for family planning ....J.P. NaddaUnion minister for Health and
Family Welfare
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‘BHARAT PARV’ being organized from 26th to 31st January, 2018 at Red Fort, Delhi
Ministry of Tourism

‘BHARAT PARV’ being organized from 26th to 31st January,
2018 at Red Fort, Delhi

Posted On: 24 JAN 2018 11:39AM by PIB Delhi

The ‘Bharat Parv’  event  is  being  organized  by the Government  of  India  at  the   Red Fort,
Delhi  from  26th to 31st  January, 2018   as  part of  the  Republic  Day  2018  celebrations.  The
prime objective   of organizing the event  is  to  generate  a  patriotic  mood,  promote  the  rich 
cultural  diversity  of the country and  to  ensure  wider  participation  of the  general  public.

The Ministry of  Tourism  has  been  designated  as the nodal  Ministry for the  event, the
highlights of  which  include Display  of  Republic Day Parade Tableaux, Performances  by  the
Armed  Forces  Bands (Static as  well  as  dynamic),  a  Multi-Cuisine  Food  Court,  Craft Mela, 
Cultural  Performances from  different  regions of the country  and   Photo Exhibition  by the
Directorate  of  Advertising and  Visual  Publicity   (DAVP).   

The Cultural  Performances  include  choreographed  Fork/ Tribal Dances and  Music  arranged 
through  the North Zonal  Cultural  Centre  as  well  as  performances  by  cultural  troupes  from 
the  different  States / UTs of the country.  The  Food  Court  will have  stalls  set  up  by the
States/ UTs,  National  Association  of  Street  Vendors of  India (NASVI)  showcasing  street 
food  from  different  regions  as  well  as  by the Institutes  of Hotel  Managements  and  ITDC. 

The  Craft  Mela  with  50  stalls  will  showcase the  diverse  handicrafts   of the country, 
arranged  by the  State  Governments  and  Ministry of  Textiles  through  the office of  the 
Development  Commissioner  of  Handicrafts.  There will  be   Theme  State  Pavilions  where 
each  State  would  showcase  their  strengths  along with  tourism  products.  DAVP is also setting
up an exhibition on the theme “Naya Bharat Hum Karke Rahenge”.  A  live  ‘Cookery 
Demonstration  Area’  is  being  set up  in the food  court  to  promote  cuisines  of  different 
States of  India. 

The  Bharat  Parv event  will  be  inaugurated  at  5.00 pm  on  26th  January, 2018  and  would 
be  open  for  public  till  10.00 pm.  From  27th to 31st  January, 2018,  the event  will  be  open 
from  12 Noon  to  10.00 pm. The event is open for public and entry is free.  However,  identity 
proof  is  to  be  carried  for  entry  to  the event.

 

*****
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World today looking for ‘global’ roadmap, says Dr Jitendra Singh at World Economic Forum
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions

World today looking for ‘global’ roadmap, says Dr Jitendra
Singh at World Economic Forum

Posted On: 24 JAN 2018 10:55AM by PIB Delhi

The Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Development of North Eastern
Region (DoNER), MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, Atomic Energy and
Space, Dr Jitendra Singh said that the world is looking for a new “global” roadmap with uniform
parameters, in spite of the diversity and heterogeneity. He was speaking at a panel discussion on
“From Fragile Cities to Renewal” at  the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland on  January
23, 2018. He said that it might not be possible to easily visualise the local perspective in different
countries because of their diverse characteristics. For example, the population of Switzerland is
only 8 million which is less than the population of Delhi, but nevertheless, with an accountable
government and citizen participation, maximum problems arising in a growing world could be
addressed. Other panellists included Mr David Cameron former Prime Minister of United Kingdom
and Mr Berset , President of Switzerland.

 

Dr Jitendra Singh further said that more than 239 cities in the world were classified as “fragile” due
to pollution, conflict, terrorism, unemployment and lack of electricity, besides other factors. What
was needed, he said, was to upgrade the urban space and offer better facilities to the population.
When asked to narrate his experience of fragile cities in the context of insurgency in the North
Eastern region of India, Dr Jitendra Singh said, in the last three and half years of the Modi
Government, a lot of stability in the region has been established. He asserted that insurgency and
“fragility” also have a correlation with lack of development and ineffective political leadership. He
said, corruption not only leads to loss of moral authority of the State leadership but also causes a
huge pilferage of the State exchequer, which would otherwise be gainfully utilized to address the
fragility.

 

Dr Jitendra Singh added that with the growing aspirations among the youth, which is a welcome
development, there will always be a certain amount of fragility noticeable even in the most ideal
situations because fragility itself is a relative term and what was fragile yesterday may not be
fragile today, and what is fragile today may not fragile tomorrow.

 

***

 

 

ABB/PK/SS
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Rebuilding our cities

GETTY IMAGES/ I STOCK PHOTO   | Photo Credit: uschools

Soon after World War II, Americans chose to align their cities not with European ideals but with
places that reflected American conditions. That great swathes of cheap land and newer
technologies for construction were available meant that the new American city could have denser
civic centres, a large component of suburban homes, private cars to access long distances, and a
new conception of city life.

Dynamic Indian cities

The Indian city of the 21st century is a similarly dynamic entity, with palpable differences from its
modern conception after Independence. Chandigarh, under Jawaharlal Nehru, began with a
minuscule population of 20,000. This has grown to 1.2 million people today and the city’s
construction has no allegiance to its original conception. Similarly, Delhi began its post-
Independence life with less than a million inhabitants. Today, on a GPS map, the National Capital
Region’s unhindered spread across three States resembles muddy water spreading from a broken
drain.

Delhi’s per capita GDP rate gives no indication of its true demographics. The city has the largest
population of urban poor in the world. Its antiquated urban policies — by-laws, civic regulations
and building parameters — that were drawn for a city of 750,000 middle-class residents are today
out of sync for a population of 22 million, of which 80% are poor, homeless, or slum inhabitants.
With similar statistics, a continual expansion northwards, and a system out of touch with ground
reality, Mumbai is a close second.

Use-value versus exchange value in Indian cities

The liberalised economy of the last few decades has created two pockets of city life: a small
exclusive elite that occupies urban space but remains cloistered and outside of its civic forces, and
a majority of dispossessed who fill the empty crevices of the city with meagre possessions and
rudimentary needs. A supposedly thriving middle class remains a figment of the bureaucratic
imagination, while the overwhelming population is of the poor. What does this say about the future
of civic planning and urban life?

Looking to West Africa

If the bureaucrat and the politician wish to deal with the real city today, they must look closely at
Lagos and Kumasi rather than Copenhagen or Shanghai. Like Delhi and Mumbai, West African
cities are migrant towns whose development and future prospects are tied to the economy of day-
to-day minor endeavours. To give civic space to people with nothing, to allow for a spread of
temporary commerce, cattle fairs, public festivals and vegetable markets as the mainstay of civic
life makes West African towns strikingly similar to Indian cities. A mix of agricultural town, rural
outpost and cosmopolitan centre, the city’s migrant economy takes centre stage in civic life. Indian
towns too rely on the surrounding farming economy or are artisan centres for small-scale — often
illegal — industry.

Consequently, the signals are all directed towards a future urbanity made up of rural inhabitants,
where the more pressing needs of civic life will be addressed by informal associations. Norms of
space occupation, building design, size and density have to therefore grow out of people’s own
comfort and familiarity, not as an imposition of imaginary European models or even Indian middle-
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class values. Civic mayhem is created by persistent and erroneous calls for public space, cultural
centres, stadia, etc., rather than open maidans and temporary bazaars where migrant patterns can
be openly expressed in city life.

Demographic changes in Indian cities occur much too fast to be acknowledged in government
policy. In fact, perceptible changes in the city’s public disposition have already begun to project
rural patterns. The wide open green space at Delhi’s India Gate — designed as ceremonial space
for government monuments — now functions as an unselfconscious city ground for the capital’s
poor. The northern fringe of hillocks outside Jaipur’s old city is a cataclysm of expanding
tenements. Mumbai’s Marine Drive is public space without intent, as is Chennai’s Marina Beach.

Revitalising cities

Unless there is a serious rethink of the value of urban life, the city will remain mired in its present
muddled state of trial, error and miscalculation. Cities throughout India have to be revitalised, for
which three serious approaches are available.

Exporting Indian urbanism

First, given the trends of migration and the free-for-all approach to civic resources, land and
facilities, the government’s inclination to appease the larger numbers should take precedence. The
city’s overriding plan should be directed towards an accommodation of all migratory tasks —
home, employment, entertainment, and commerce — in buildings and public facilities altered to
suit their primary needs. This may radically change the overall structure of the city. But when
bylaws and regulations are specifically and only written for a migrant city, it would be far more
acceptable than the current city profile as desperate slum.

The second idea could adopt a draconian model of restrictions similar to Chinese and some
European cities, allowing entry and civic facilities only to those with either home or employment.
Physical control and access to roads, parks, housing and utilities becomes a position of fewer
people sharing a limited reserve of urban space and resources. As most social scientists now
admit, only controlled undemocratic space can be a functioning model for a city.

The third model, which is the most difficult and yet most sought-after, seeks a divergent and all-
inclusive solution. It is what American urbanist Jane Jacobs described as ‘a cultural cohesion’
where the integration of economic disparities is so complete that it resembles a finely woven
carpet. The design incorporates all the essential elements of habitation — home, commerce,
recreation and institution — and merges them mysteriously in the carpet weave. The city and its
neighbourhoods are no longer a visible intrusion of small private capitalist parts in a larger socialist
city-state, or vice-versa, but an unconscious mixing of interdependence. People live blissfully
unaware of the other’s presence, class or economic status. Hints of such places are visible in old
European and American cities, in small medieval towns in western India, even in some long-
established poorer city tenements. Such cities do not follow physical, statistical or design models,
but are formed out of a deeper evolutionary social core — an intent that despises easy definitions
of community, residence, commercial area and public space. It takes a brave government to
believe these are worth doing, and an even braver one to attempt such coalescing.

The extreme variation in all three approaches still demands decisive thought and implementation.
It will take civic municipalities a serious commitment to a task so far given over to a decaying
formless city — part slum, part farmhouse — born out of neglect and complacency.

Gautam Bhatia is a Delhi-based architect and sculptor
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 ‘BHARAT PARV’ Focusses on ‘DEKHO APNA DESH’
Ministry of Tourism

 ‘BHARAT PARV’ Focusses on ‘DEKHO APNA DESH’

Posted On: 29 JAN 2018 5:08PM by PIB Delhi

‘Bharat Parv’ being organized by the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India  at  the Red
Fort, Delhi  from  26th to 31st  January, 2018 is focusing on “Dekho Apna Desh”. People in
large number are coming in the Parv to celebrate the diverse and fascinating culture, cuisine
and handicrafts. The entry to the Parv is free and it open for public from 12.00 Noon to 10.00
pm. However, Identity proof  is  to  be  carried  for  entry  to  the event.

 

Today, the Army, Air Force and Navy presented Static Band and Army also displayed
Dynamic Band. The artists from Chhatisgarh presented ‘Lokmanya’ programme; the artists
from Jammu and Kashmir presented ‘Dogri/Bhand Pather’ programme; and the artists from
Uttarakhand presented ‘Chapeli’. Beside these, the artists from Telangana presented ‘Perini
Natyam & Oggu Dollu’ and the artists from Andhra Pradesh presented ‘Kuchipudi’ dance. The
Tableau artists who participated in the Republic Day parade-2018 also performed. At last, the
artists of North Zone Cultural Centre (NZCC) presented a Choreographed performance on
Pan India Basis.

 

The Ministry of Tourism has  been  designated  as the nodal  Ministry for the  event, the
highlights of  which  include Display  of  Republic Day Parade Tableaux, Performances  by 
the Armed  Forces  Bands (Static as  well  as  dynamic),  a  Multi-Cuisine  Food  Court,  Crafts
Mela,  Cultural  Performances from  different  regions of the country  and  a Photo Exhibition 
on the theme “Naya Bharat Hum Karke Rahenge” by the Directorate  of  Advertising and 
Visual  Publicity (DAVP).  A live  ‘Cookery  Demonstration  Area’  has been  set up  in the
food  court  to  promote  cuisines  of  different  States of  India.  The  Food  Court  has  stalls 
set  up  by the States/ UTs,  National  Association  of  Street  Vendors of  India (NASVI) 
showcasing  street  food  from  different  regions  as  well  as  by the Institutes  of Hotel 
Managements  and  ITDC. 

 

The Crafts  Mela  with  50  stalls  showcases  the  diverse  handicrafts   of the country, 
arranged  by the  State  Governments  and  Ministry of  Textiles  through  the office of  the 
Development  Commissioner  of  Handicrafts.  There are Theme State Pavilions  where  each 
State  is showcasing  its  strength  along with  its tourism  products.   

*****

Sanjay Kumar/jk/Tourism/29.01.2018

(Release ID: 1518180) Visitor Counter : 1929



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m
crackIAS.com

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com


